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This publication includes data through 1990.
For recent statistics, please go the the Iron Ore Statistics and Information page. 

By Peter Kuck 

Iron is the fourth most abundant rock-forming element and composes about 5% of the Earth's 
crust. Astrophysical and seismic evidence indicate that iron is even more abundant in the 
interior of the Earth and has apparently combined with nickel to make up the bulk of the 
planet's core. Geologic processes have concentrated a small fraction of the crustal iron into 
deposits that contain as much as 70% of the element. The principal ore minerals of iron are 
hematite, magnetite, siderite, and goethite. An estimated 98% of the ore shipped in the world is 
consumed in the manufacture of iron and steel. The remaining 2% is used in the manufacture of 
cement, heavy-medium materials, pigments, ballast, agricultural products, or specialty 
chemicals. As a result, demand for iron ore is tied directly to the production of raw steel and 
the availability of high-quality ferrous scrap. 

World production of raw steel was at a record-high in 1989 and would have been even greater in 
1990 and 1991 if political and socioeconomic events had not led to the disintegration and 
dissolution of the U.S.S.R. The U.S.S.R. had been the leading producer of iron ore for more than 
three decades and traditionally accounted for one-fourth to one-third of the world's annual 
output. Other major producers include Australia, Brazil, China, India, and the United States. 
Since 1980, demand for steel has stabilized and even slackened in many industrialized countries. 
However, demand continues to escalate in the developing and newly industrialized countries. 
Much of the recent growth has been in the Far East.

http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/ 
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Iron ore is a mineral substance which, when heated in the presence of a reductant, will yield 
metallic iron (Fe).   It almost always consists of iron oxides, the primary forms of which are 
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magnetite (Fe3O4) and hematite (Fe2O3). 

Iron ore is the source of primary iron for the world's iron and steel industries. It is therefore 
essential for the production of steel, which in turn is essential to maintain a strong industrial 
base.  Almost all (98%) iron ore is used in steelmaking.  Iron ore is mined in about 50 countries.   
The seven largest of these producing countries account for about three-quarters of total world 
production.   Australia and Brazil together dominate the world's iron ore exports, each having 
about one-third of total exports.

Publications 

If you are interested in receiving an email notice when a publication is added to this page,
please refer to Minerals Information List Services. 
(To view or print a document in PDF format, download the free Adobe Acrobat Reader.) 

Annual Publications
Mineral Commodity Summaries 

●     Iron Ore 
❍     PDF Format: 

■     | 1996 | 1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 
❍     Appendixes

Minerals Yearbook 

●     Iron Ore 
❍       PDF Format: 

■     | 1994 | 1995 | 1996 | 1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 |
❍       XLS Format: 

■     | 2002 |
●     Archive 

❍          | 1932-1993 | 

Monthly Publications
Mineral Industry Surveys 

●     Iron Ore 
❍       PDF Format: 

■     2004: | Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | 
■     2003: | Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | 

Dec | 
❍       XLS Format: 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Admin/Desktop/c636,QUAC1CarderoQwikUpdate%20-%20Industry%20Info.htm (2 of 3)8/6/2004 3:31:11 AM

http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/listservices.html
http://www.adobe.com/acrobat/readstep.html
http://www.adobe.com/acrobat/readstep.html
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/mcs/
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/feoremcs96.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/340397.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/340398.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/340399.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/340300.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/340301.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/340302.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/340303.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/feoremcs04.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/mcs/index.html#appendix
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/myb/
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/340494.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/340495.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/340496.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/340497.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/340498.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/340499.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomyb00.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/feormyb01.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/feoremyb02r.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/feoremyb02r.xls
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/usbmmyb.html
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/mis.html
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis0104.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis0204.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis0304.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis0404.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis0504.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis0103.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis0203.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis0303.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis0403.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis0503.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis0603.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis0703.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis0803.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis0903.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis1003.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis1103.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis1203.pdf


c636,QU:AC1|Cardero|QwikUpdate - Industry Info Preview|08-06-2004 10:28

■     2004: | Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | 
■     2003: | Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | 

Dec | 

Special Publications 

●     Historical Statistics for Mineral Commodities in the United States 
●     OF-01-006 

❍     Iron Ore 
●     Metal Prices in the United States through 1998 

❍     Iron Ore (PDF) 
●     Statistical Compendium 

❍     Iron Ore 

Contacts 

●     USGS Commodity Specialist 
●     John D. Jorgenson 
●     Phone: 703-648-4912 
●     Fax: 703-648-7757 
●     Email: jjorgenson@usgs.gov 
●     USGS Resource Specialist 

Links 

●     American Iron Ore Association 
●     Iron Mining Association 
●     USGS Minerals Information 

❍     Iron and Steel 
❍     Iron and Steel Scrap 
❍     Iron and Steel Slag 

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Admin/Desktop/c636,QUAC1CarderoQwikUpdate%20-%20Industry%20Info.htm (3 of 3)8/6/2004 3:31:11 AM

http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis0104.xls
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis0204.xls
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis0304.xls
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis0404.xls
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis0504.xls
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis0103.xls
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis0203.xls
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis0303.xls
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis0403.xls
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis0503.xls
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis0603.xls
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis0703.xls
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis0803.xls
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis0903.xls
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis1003.xls
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis1103.xls
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/iomis1203.xls
http://pubs.usgs.gov/openfile/of01-006/
http://pubs.usgs.gov/openfile/of01-006/#ironore
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/metal_prices/
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/340798.pdf
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/stat/
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_ore/stat/
mailto:jjorgenson@usgs.gov?Body=%5B%20From%20the%20Cardero%20Resources%20Corp%2E%20website%20at%20http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ecardero%2Ecom%2Fs%2FLiveUpdate%2FModifyGenReport%2Easp%3Frt%3D8001andid%3D85896and%5FRT%3DAC1and%5FType%3DIndustry%2DInfoandop%3Dpreview%20on%20Fri%20Aug%206%2C%202004%20at%2010%3A28%3A57%20AM%20%5D%0D%0A%0D%0A
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/USGSminCommodSpecs.html#iron
http://www.aioa.org/
http://www.taconite.org/
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_&_steel/
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_&_steel_scrap/
http://minerals.er.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/commodity/iron_&_steel_slag/

	Local Disk
	c636,QU:AC1|Cardero|QwikUpdate - Industry Info Preview|08-06-2004 10:28


